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Runner sidelined by van

Break only
shorter in
your mind

by SAMANTHA
HOLSCHBACH
managing editor
Last Thursday afternoon,
senior Samy Dillon was leisurely running with fellow
cross-country runners when
the unthinkable happened:
She was hit by a van, shattering her lower right leg
and breaking her left hand
and cheekbone.
"I just completely didn't
see the car, and the car didn't
see me,"Dillon said.
Dillon was at the intersection ofArch and Main Street
around 4:30 p.m. when she
and her teammates Katy
Grant and Hagen Atkins
tried to cross Main Street, a
three-lane road. When Dillon tried to cross the road,
however, she was struck by
a southbound mini-van.
"It all seemed like a dream,"
Dillon said. "I kept asking
God to help me."
An off-duty paramedic
in a nearby car rushed to the
accident scene before Dillon
was transported to the hospital
via ambulance. Dillon then
underwent surgery Friday

A&P

Last day of fall semester
depends on many factors
by JESSICA ARDREY
student writer

photo by NICK MICHAEL I The Bison
Samy Dillon exits a vehicle with the help of her mom after her release from the
hospital. Dillon sustained serious but non life-threatening injuries.

morning to have a metal
rod implanted in her lower
right leg because it had been
completely shattered. Her
lower right leg and left hand
are currently immobilized in
. casts. In two weeks, her leg
will be placed in a removable brace, permitting her
to swim. During Christmas

break she will transition to
crutches, and around early
February she will be able to
put weight on her injured
leg. Dillon's doctor said she
should be able to start running
by the end of spring semester
and, ultimately, have a full
recovery.
Despite the arduous road

to recovery, Dillon views her
situation with utter optimism.
She said her injuries could
have been a lot worse, as she
does not contend with any
joint problems or neck or
back injuries. Even though
she will miss track season, she
looks forward to other
see WRECK on page 3a

Every year, at the end
of the fall semester, every
student's mind is fixated on
two things: final exams and
going home. It seems the
former is not far enough
away, and the latter cannot get here fast enough.
The fact that "home" is so
unobtainable makes it that
much more desirable.
Because of this feeling,
some students anxiously
look to their friends at other
universities and wonderwhy
they get out for Christmas
before Harding students
do. In their distress, they
may point fingers at the
administration and start
throwing around blame
and harsh sentiments.
One of the major is-

sues students begrudge
is that, at three weeks,
their Christmas break
is too short. "We used
to have four," they may
complain.
Vice President and Dean
of Students David Collins
said this issue is a rumor
and dispelled it.
Typically, Harding's
Christmas break is about
three weeks long. Some
years, however, due solely
to where the days on the
calendar happen to fall,
Harding will have four
weeks off. This is not the
norm.
'The perspective oflOl1C,
especially those fairly new
to campus, in the year or
two following a four-week
Christmas break is that
the typical break
see SHORT on page 3a

Never too old for this

tax put

on hold

I -

by SARAH KYLE
news editor
After much discussion and
conflict at Searcy's December
city council meeting, the
decision was made to hold
a special election regarding
the Advertising and Promotion Tax.
The issue was brought to
council when Alderman Jim
Dixon made a motion to allow
J.D. Yingling, a Parks and
Advisory Board member and
Harding University professor,
to read a written statement
regarding the tax.
According to Yingling, the
tax was originally suggested
by the Parks and Advisory
Board in order to help improve the city's recreational
facilities, including ball fields
and athletic programs for both
children and senior citizens.
Yingling also said that the
tax has proven to be useful
in other Arkansas cities.
"The proposal was created
after months ofstudying other
cities surrounding Searcy,"
Yingling said. "After much
researching the tax and visiting many other cities where
residents have enacted the
tax, we believe that it [was]
in the best interest of Searcy
to put the tax in place."
Yingling stated that while
the board believes the tax
was enacted legally by the
council, opposition from the
group Searcy Friends of the
Voters has made the council
a spectacle.
He added that the ongoing court dates and hearings
have only hurt the citizens,
since proceeds from the tax
are currently frozen, making them unusable for city
improvements.
"In an effort to expedite this
process and provide closure
for the issue, the Parks and
Advisory suggests that the
Searcy City Council sets a
special election for the A&P
tax," Yingling said.
Dixon made a motion to
hold a special election for the
tax, but Carl Nutter added an
unanticipated amendment
to suspend the collection of
the tax until such an election
is held.
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Instead of just sitting on Santa's lap, this attendee of the Freshman Christmas Gala strikes a pose. At the Gala, which took place in Cone
Chapel, freshmen ate, Corey McEntyre played the guitar and students had their pictures taken.

After much discussion re-

garding the legality ofhalting or
continuing the tax's collection,
which has been a prime source
of conflict in the courtroom,
the council narrowly voted to
add Nutter's amendment to
the motion.
The council then debate
about when the elections
would be held, a discussion
that seemed more controversial
than the issue at hand.
Attorney-at-law Greg
Niblock, who represents
Searcy Friends of the Voters
in the A&P lawsuit, twice
addressed the council with
phrasing traditionally used
in the courtroom, an action
that city council attorney
Buck Gibson described as
inappropriate.
"Litigates shouldn't address matters at the council
meetings," Gibson said. "[But]
Mr. Niblock is an advocate
of his cause, and I appreciate that."
However, Niblock said he
is merely trying to represent
the will of the people.
Niblock was opposed by

Alderman Mike Chalenburg,
who said that halting the tax's
collection would be against
the will of the people, should
they vote to keep the A&P tax.
But Nutter said he believes
that it is impossible to know
the will of the people until
the election.
"For the people to rule,
[their representatives] got
to know what their will is,"
Nutter said. "It's not, 'We're
just going to do this because
we think it's the will of the
people.'"
After an hour ofdiscussion
and conflict, the council voted
to uphold Dixon's motion
and Nutter's amendment,
ironically without Dixon's
support.
''I'm opposed to the
amendment to allay the tax,"
Dixon said.
"When there's an amendment made, it changes the
whole motion," Alderman
Steve Sterling added.
To determine the exact
date of the special election,
the council will hold a special
meeting Dec. 21 at 5 p.m.

StqPents study gas policy
Recently,Huding's chapter

by KYLIE AKINS
assistant news editor

This month, the Roosevelt
Instittfti.on celebrated its fifth
year ofenwuraging student
conversation and active policy
writingfumi the minds ofthe
next American generation.
In 2007, yYafding students
1 created a local chapter for
students interested in public
policy as solutions to political
issues across the world.
·The Roosevelt Institution
is the first national studentrun policy research group
in the U.S. The think tank
works to encourage college
students to research and
propose public policies over
a wide range offocuses that
provide inventive solutions to
relevant political issues. The
Harding chapter has grown
since its founding two years
ago and divided into three
policy centers: education,
social justice and energy.

l
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ofthe RooseveltInstitution has
given attention to the benefits
of natural gas with plans to
develop a future policy and
invited Chesapeake Energy
to campus. The company
sent two representatives,
senior engineering advisor
Tom Burnett and director
ofcorporate development in
Arkansas Danny Games, to
meet and educate the group
on the subject Oct. 30.
"These two men both
seemed very eager to meet
with us and get involved with
everything we are doing at
Harding,"said Amy Littleton,
Harding sophomore and
member of the Roosevelt
Institution. "Th~y were excited about the passion our
organization seems to have
toward natural gas."
Burnett and Games discussed the uses ofnatural gas
as a sustainable economic and
environmentally friendly en-

ergysource. Burnett present:d
the history of Chesapeake

Energyandreromme.ndations
for future policy writing, and
the Roosevelt Institution
members were also given
a tour of an oil rig site in
White County.
"We accomplished a very
basic relationship with this
company and were educated
as an organization about the
ins and outs of natural gas,"
Littleton said "It was agreat
meeting."
~members,~

Littleton, Daniel Burnett,
Brittany McMahan and
Leah Crowder, planned to
take this information to a
southern regional conference
the weekend after in Atlanta,
Ga., to educate and discuss
the natural energy situation
with others at the ronference.
They also hoped to create
a policy to be published in
the Roosevelt's Institution's
National 10 Ideas Journal.
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Giant iceberg nearing
Australia
An iceberg more than twice the size of Manhattan Island is
making its way toward Australia, scientists said Wednesday.
The behemoth measures 54 square miles and has been floating close to Antarctica for roughly 10 years after coming off a
1, 056 foot ice shelf known as

Bl 7B.
"Bl 78 is a very significant
one in that it has drifted so far
north while still largely intact,"
said Australian Antarctic Divi- .
sion glaciologist Neal Young in
an interview with CNN.
The number of such icebergs
has risen in recent years, and while shipping lanes do not see
much traffic in November or December, Maritime New Zealand
has issued Navigation warnings.
In an interview with Radio New Zealand, oceanographer Mike
Williams said that many of the icebergs came from the same
origin. He was, however, unwilling to declare global warming as
the cause.
"We do have to change our position a little because in 2006
this was a 'once. in a lifetime' event," Williams said. ''But large ice
shelf carvings, where the ice comes from, are still only carving
on a 30 to 50-year period.

1,000 Apple apps expelled

after store ·scam
After a recent ratings scam, software developer Molinkerand its more than 1,000 iPhone applications- has been kicked
out of the iTunes App store, sending a message to any crooks in
the industry that dishonesty will not be tolerated.
Suspicions arose when iPhoneography bloggers were tipped
off that the relatively unimpressive applications got consistent
5-star consumer reviews.
In investigating the allegations, it was shown that the Chinese
developer's -applications had no reviews in the 2 to 4-star range,
but rather only 5 and 1-star ratings.
After the investigation, iPhoneography sent a letter to Phil
Schiller, Apple's marketing boss, suggesting that Molinker gave
out almost free copies of their applications in exchange for 5star reviews of the product.
After a week, Schiller decided to ban the developer and its
1,000 applications permanently from the store.
"Yes, this developer's apps have been removed from the App
store," Schiller said in an interview with CNN. "And their ratings
no longer appear either."
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Director of Campus Life Corey McEntyre performs with his band in the Administration

Building Saturday.

What students really do finals week
by KnlE AKINS

assistant news editor

· Woman spray-paints
Hitler comments on her
home in protest

Nothing at all
Checking your mailbox

Florida homeowner Shelia Jones has spray-painted her house
welcoming Adolf Hitler as a neighbor instead of her current
neighbors.
The action was in protest to homeowner association rules
and 18 months of being the target of letters that have harassed
Jones and her family, calling them "white trash" and nagging
about potted plants and the cars parked by her home.
In an interview with MyFoxOrlando.com, Jones said she
"snapped" and spray-painted "Hitler would be a welcome neighbor here. Stop the harassment to my family. Merry Xmas" in red.
Jones' neighbor, Pat Cutwright, told MyFoxOrlando.com that
Jones and her family were out of place in the homeowner's association-ruled Town House Estates.
"They don't belong here for the simple reasons, because
when you live in an association, there are rules you've to live by,"
Cutwright said.
,. "And they haven't lived by one of them.

Taking up a new hobby
Trying to find the study guides

S1udying

Chicag_o man pleads not
guilty in-India and Denmark
terror plots
David Headley, a Chicago citizen who has been accused of
involvement with 12 terrorist
plots in India and Denmark,
has pleaded 'not _guilty.'
Headley is facing charges
of aiding the plan of November 2008 Mumbai terrorist
attacks, which yielded 160
casualties.
A source close to the investigation told CNN that Headley was making the voyage to India
for a second terrorist attack when he was arrested in Chicago
on Oct. 3.
Headley has agreed to cooperate fully in the investigation.

"I feel sorry
I'm not

"The richest
people made

Jewish
sometimes."

the most
mistakes with

the least
accountabil-

·ty
,,
I •

- FAROUQ OMAR
MUHEI, a survivor of
a massive bombing in
Baghdad who returned
to his destroyed house
to find his dog, Liza,
who was amazingly
unharmed.

- ORRIN HATCH,
Republican Senator

from Utah, a Mormon,
who wrote a holiday
song called "Eight
Days of Hanukkah"

- JOHN MCCAIN,
Republican Senator of
Arizona, on President
Obama's Afghanistan
plan

Each issue, this section will feature the Bison editorial

HU mission: Integrate faith, learning, living. This is precisely the

staff's favorite Tweets from users on campus. To submit yours, just add #MyBison to your Twitter updates.

mission of Peace by Piece conf. Has HU forgotten her mission?

The band's christmas concert on Tuesday really got me in the
spirit

"I came back
today to
rescue my
dog."

~

-au_courant1

-jaedwards
This is my last week working on the Bison newspaper. Goodbye,
thebisonnews. It's been a fun 4 years.

- leahjf

@
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'Tis the season ... for finals

Harding \University sees later

'Christmas break than high schools
continued from page

la

is four weeks and someone
has made a decision to take
away a week of Christmas
break," Collins said.
That mysterious week is
not missing: It is in August.
The key for administrators is
to find a balance. IfChristmas
is longer, summer is shorter,
and vice versa.
According to Collins,
students differ in preference
as to where the magic week
should be.
"I find it interesting how
many students can't wait to
finish finals and will head
home within minutes of
finishing their last exam;
then they will not return to
campus until the last minute
Sunday evening before classes
begin the next day," Collins
said. "On the other hand, a
number of students will be
in no hurry to leave for home
and then return to campus
the minute the residence
halls open back on Friday
morning before classes the
next Monday."
Other factors such as
state regulations and when
Christmas Day, New Years',
federal holidays and summer
school sessions fall on the
calendar all come into play
when scheduling Christmas

break.
" I find it
The other major issue is
interesting how
that school lets out so close
many students
to Christmas. Harding usually tries to set the date for
can't wait to
December graduation ·a week
finish finals and
before Christmas at the latwill head home
est. They tried the policy of
within minutes of
setting the date for no later
than Dec.18, but that did not
finishing their last
work perfectly either.
exam;
then they
The main contributor to this
will not return
problem is Thanksgiving break.
That week is non-negotiable.
to campus until
It will vary every year no matthe last minute
ter what Harding's schedule ·
Sunday evening
looks like. This year students
before
classes
returned from Thanksgiving
on Nov. 30. That pushed the
begin the next
three remaining weeks deeper
day."
into December.
David Collins
"Sometimes we find ourDean of Students
selves returning from that
break with only one week · making the best decision that
of classes and then finals," can be made."
Even after the students
Vice President for Academic
Affairs Dr. Larry Long said. are all gone, the work on
"That puts tremendous pres- campus does not stop.
"'This helps the students,we
sure on students to complete
papers, projects and exams think, even though it means
before turning right around many of our staff, especially
those in the registrar's office,
and going into finals."
Despite what students will be working up to Christmas
think, arranging the official Eve getting grades collected,
school calendar is extremely recorded and reports run,"
.complicated. It takes into Long said. "That is imporconsideration a long list of tant university business and
elements, Long said, "weight- must be completed before
ing them in regard to who is the university closes for the
helped and who is hurt, then holidays."

photo by NICK MICHAEL I The Bison
Daniella Lamp studies hard in one of Brackett Library's study rooms.

SA makes Ne"W" Year's
resolutions for spring
I

by CARLY KESTER
student writer
I

With the last few weeks of the
semester approaching, the Student Association has been discussing changes
recently that could be made to improve
student life next semester.
A big improvement the SA has made
is working with people's concerns about
parking. It managed to get 30 more
parking spots near the cafeteria.
It has also talked about changing some
things in the Ganus Athletic Center.
The idea of having free weights in the
gym has been brought up along with
making swim time for both men and
women longer. Another suggestion was
to have the gym open until 11 p.m.
"The gym is only open until 10 p.m.
because curfew used to be at 11 p.m."
SA president Bryan Clifton said. "So
':"e're trying to make it change for the

12 a.m. curfew."
Another aspect of student life
the SA is trying to improve on is attendance at basketball games and the
Rhodes' Rowdies. The idea of planning
costume-themed games based on the
opponents, with prizes for best costume,
was mentioned.
"We want to find ways to increase
school spirit, and this was one thing
suggested to get students more excited
about sports," Clifton said.
Chapel is also a big topic ofdiscussion
within the SA. One thing considered
was changing chapel skips from 10
excused absences and five unexcused
absences to 15 absences altogether.
Another was to have students change
chapel seats sometime in the middle
of the semester.
"This would give students a change
in surroundings and an opportunity to
meet others instead ofsitting by the same

people all semester," Clifton said.
Other possibilities regarding chapel
include adding a Facebook page, an
option for students to text or Tweet
suggestions about chapel and have more
student-led devotionals.
A service project idea that was introduced is MANA (Mother Administered
Nutritive Aid), an organization whose
goal is to end malnutrition in Africa.
A campuswide devotional was also
suggested for next semester.
Topics that were briefly discussed
include having more men's and women's
open houses, starting Public Safety golf
carts at 5 p.m. instead of 6 p.m., and
making changes in the testing lab.
Upcoming events are Midnight
Breakfast on Monday, Dec. 14, at 10
p.m. and an open SA meeting at the
start of next semester Jan. 14 in which
students can give their input on SA
activities.

finals Schedule and Tips
Classes meeting MWF, MW, Daily:

by SARAH KYLE

2.

SLEEP OVER

news editor

7:30 or 8 a.m.: Monday@ 8 a.m.
8:30 or 9 a.m.: Wednesday@ 8 a.m.
10 a.m.: Tuesday @1:30 p.m.
11 a.m.: Thursday@ 10:30 a.m.
Noon: Friday@ 8 a.m.
1 p.m.: Thursday@ 1:30 p.m.
2 p.m.: Monday@ 1:30 p.m.
3 p.m.: Wednesday@ 1:30 p.m.
4 p.m. and Evening Classes: Usual time

Classes meeting T/TH:

7:30 or 8 a.m.: Thursday@ 8 a.m.
8:30 or 9 a.m.: Tuesday@ 8 a.m.
10 a.m.: Wednesday@ 10:30 a.m.
11or11:30 a.m.: Monday@ 10:30 a.m.
1 p.m.: Tuesday@ 10:30 a.m.
2 or 2:30 p.m.: Friday@ 10:30 p.m.
3 p.m.: Friday@ 1:30 p.m.
4 p.m. and Evening Classes: Usual time

STUDY! This. is one tip that
took me a while to get used
Throughout my years of to. I tend to pull all-nighters
high school and my time at just like everyone else, trying
college, I've had about 100 to cram ever}.'thing I should
different tips for studying have learned this semester in
thrown in my face, as I'm one night. However, I hate to
sure you have as well. Here be the one to break it to you,
are some good ol' tried and but this is just impossible. Plus,
trues that I have actually ifyou're suffering from sleep
deprivation, chances are you
found to be helpful.
1. EAT! No, I'm not talking won't remember the things you
about all those peppermints did learn this semester.
that teachers tell you to eat
3. FINALS WERENT
because they supposedly help BUILT IN ADAY! Just like
you remember things. Eat Rome, studying for your finals
well-balanced meals. Your takes time- not just one hour
brain is part of your body, before a test. Spread your
and your body needs fuel. studying out over a couple
Besides, we all know that of days, and it'll likely go
everyone tends to be a little better.
more grouchy when they
4. TAKEBREAKS!They
haven't eaten.
are necessary for sanity.

WRECK: Samy Dillon
finds purpose in tragedy
continued from page

to assist Dillon in any way
she needs. Vicky Walton of
acti:vities she will do in- the Heritage Inn allowed
stead.
Pam to stay in the inn free
"I'll definitely miss it of charge because of the
[track], but I'm sure I'll situation.
have a lot of neat experi'Tm just so grateful to
ences that I wouldn't have our Lord and Savior that
been able to do otherwise." Samy's injuries were not
Dillon said.
more serious," Pam said. '1t's
Dillon said she credits her not a lifelong injury."
family, friends and visitors
While Dillon is leaning
for helping her maintain on her friends and funily for
a positive outlook on her support, she said she's also
situation.
leaning heavily on another
Upon hearing the news, resource - God.
Dillon's parents and sister
"Samy is probably one of
rushed to Searcy from Austin, the toughest people I know,"
Texas, to be present fur Friday's Grant said. "She's just such
surgery. Assistant Dean of a follower of God."
Students Sheri Shearin was
Indeed, Dillon said she
also present in the hospital has entrusted God with her
to comfort Dillon's pa•ents, life, which she believes was
as was Dillon's dorm mom graciously and knowingly
Katrina Timms and her spared.
church minister later on.
"He saw my life fit to
Dillon said her cross-country stick around a bit longer,"
coach Steve Guymon "has Dillon said, choking back
been a huge help."
tears. "I know he wants to
Dillon's mom, Pam, will use me. I'm excited about
stay at Harding until Sunday that."

la

Eat Filipino every

day of the week!

Mon - Thurs
10 am - 8 pm
Dine In or Take Out!

703 E Race Street
501-268-1288
Try our famous Curry, Lumpia or Pancit!

Fri - Sat
10 am - 9 pm

Sun
11 am - 7 pm

Our deqJest ayyreciation

amfgratitude to aff tlie
many Jfarding ]'acufty,
Staff and"Students wlio
17,ave trustedus with ,their
'Rea( $state needS in 2009.

Rf/Mtlf

Advantage, REAlTORS~enllt'OwMd MdO~

Phil Hoggard - GRl

Want to earn money and gain valuable experience for your resume?
The Bison is now hiring for the Spring 2010 semester. Stop by the yearbook office
in the student center to pick up an application for the Graphic Designer
position. E-mail any questions to jdbeauchamp@harding.edu.

Executive Brol<er
Cell: (501) 593-1700

Email· phil@llo!l!IMdteam.com

Judy Hoggard - GRI. CRS
Executive Broker
Cell'. (501 ) 593-1800
Email: judy@hoggaidteam.com

Joel Hoggard
Sales Associate
ell: (501 ) 827-9321

tudent publications
ATf HARDINGIUNIVERSITY

Email: joel@hoggardteam.com
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Letter To The Editor

n=Blron,

I'm confused. The

A HARDING UNIVERSITY
STUDENT PUBLICATION

EDITORIAL STAFF
Blake Mathews
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

H~rding University

mission statement says, "The
University community seeks
to provide an environment
that both supports students
and challenges them to realize
their full potential" and "the
promotion of citizenship
within a global perspective
- developing a Christian
understanding of and respect
for other cultures through an
emphasis on liberty and justice."
According to the Dec. 4 issue
ofThe Bison, the upcoming
Peace by Piece Conference is
"intended to create opportunity
for theological dialogue on how
Christians can engage with
society in creative and collective
ways." Yet, this university pulled
its support for: this conference
because it might "contradict the
core values and mission of the
school."
Is it just me, or do the
intentions of the conference go
hand-in-hand with the school's
core values and mission? Where
does the contradiction lie?
I'm still confused. A Christfocused conference cannot be
held here, yet musicians with
some questionable lyrics and
movies, though edited, that
display questionable messages
can be shown here. I'm sorry,
Harding University, could you

please clarify this for me?
You say that you are trying to
teach us how to go out into
the world with a Christ-centered
attitude in everything we do, yet
when a group wants to aid you,
you say no. No, there has to be
another reason.
Peter Rollins, a scheduled
speaker, js attending the
conference. When I research him,
it appears he's a Christ follower,
just not part of the Church of
Christ movement. The same goes
for Chris Haw, co-author of "Jesus
for President."
Michael Wright, an alumnus
&om here is attending; he sings
and writes sor:igs, and from what I
can see a lot of his songs deal with
Jesus. Could this be the reason?
I haven't even said anything yet
about the women who are planned
to speak.
I've read the mission
statement several times, and I do
not see where you get the idea
that this conference "contradicts"
the core values and mission of
this institution. It's designed to
open doors to people so they can
use their God given talents out
in this world of darkness.
Aren't we supposed to be
lights for Christ? That's.what the
Bible says. But there are infinite
amounts of ways I can do that.
Before every production on stage
or film I've been a part of, in
church or school, we say we're

doing this for Christ and his
glory. I've heard people say that
in sports, art, health, etc. In fact,
as you even say in the mission
statement, that's what you push
in your education. How is this
event any different?
I'm a sinner who has been
baptized and believes in the one
true God's only son, Jesus Christ. I
must admit that I do not associate
myself as a "Church of Christ"
member. That being said, you're
only tainting the way outsiders
and the rest of the Christian
community view you.
There comes a point when
you have to break through that
wall that's been holding you
back. There comes a point when
you have to accept the way
things are moving. It's hard, I
know. But ultimately God's in
control and he won't let you
fall, as long as we are looking
to him. I'm not saying drop the
affiliation; just accept people.
Heaven won't be sectioned
off with Church of Christers
here, plain Christians there and
Methodists and Baptists in the
back. We'll all be together as one.
Please. Harding, this
conference is meant to strengthen
us as believers and help us spread
God's story to all ends of the earth,
just like Acts 1:8 tells us to.

The Bison

BLAKE MATHEWS

The
(~edback

//(;..'

Loop

Walk Like
a Man

e following column is
triccly tongue in cheek, but
MANAGING EDITOR
if you or your sensibilities
are
offended
by what you read,
Leah Faust
BUSINESS MANAGER
send me an e-mail. We'll arrange
a meeting and work out your
Jordan Bailey
COPY EDITOR
grievances until we're both laughing
about
the whole thing.
Sarah Kt,le
NEWSEQI OR
Once, I only knew opinion pages
as they appeared in professional
Chris O'Dell
SPORTS EDITOR
newspapers. They were patchworks
of
well-written squares and
Kim Kokernot
FEATURES EDITOR
highbrow cartoons that provided
commentary on current events
Sara Shaban
OPINIONS EDITOR
without the fetters of objectivity.
Working on the Biso,n has taught
Noah Darnell
PHOTOGRAPHER
me that not all opinion pages fit that
description;
ours normally do not.
Nick Michael
PHOTOGRAPHER
What people choose to have
opinions about, I've noticed, often
Hagen Atkins
has little to do with current events
ASSISTANT PHOTOGRAPHER
or issues. The ones that do form the
Craig Rainbolt
first
tier of opinion columns that
SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHER
appear
in The Bison: the reaction
Leah Faust
columns. Reaction columns first tell
ART EDITOR
us that something important has
Kylie Akins
happened and follow with how the
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
writer wants you to feel about it.
Aerial Whiting
The most effective reaction columns
ASSISTANT COPY EDITOR
spawn their own reactions, as was
Chris Bingham
the case with the Nonie Darwish
ILLUSTRATOR
Sincerely,
dialogue.
Jeremy D. Beauchamp
Joshua Little
The second tier is made up of
FACULTY ADVISER
what I call "topic columns." Writers
who submit these pieces clearly
have opinions and want the reader
CONTRIBUTORS
to share them. However, the toplcs
have no timeframe; a column about
social
network addiction or the
Ashley Rosenbaum
pursuit
of grades can be written
he air is crisp, the
are celebrated remembrances of
MICHAEL NEWSOME
Kate Kuwitzky
and
run
anytime. They may not
temperatures have
marriages, likewise, Christmas
Jessica Ardrey
contribute
much to water cooler
dropped, the lights are
should even more be celebrated
Robby Carriger
but these topic
conversations,
hung and carols are being sung.
because we have the privilege of
columns
can
still
direct attention to
Abby Kellett
Each December marks the time
celebrating the birth of the King of
important
issues.
Carly Kester
of America's favorite holiday. For
Glory - the most peaceful King in
The third, and biggest, tier
the history of the world, who loved
years, the season has made me
Erin Grant
us of the necessity of true devotion,
is
home
to the advice column,
its inhabitants so much that he
think of a few things - toys, Santa
Michael Newsome
worship and hunger for an
which
is
a blanket term for all the
died for them, to save them from
Claus and insanely overstuffed
almighty God.
Brandon Higgins
submissions
with one thing in
their sin.
shopping carts. I also think of
Every day should be set apart
Ashton Reely
common:
a
complete
lack of news
corny catch phrases from people
Gift giving - God exampled
for Christ, every day should be
Thomas Hill
value.
This
is
not
a
bad
thing in
trying to remind us of the real
it in the gift of his son. We give
set apart for giving and every day
and ofitself One of my favorite
reason for the season, but those
C hristmas gifts as an expression
should be set apart for loving.
columns this semester advised
of love, but we could give gifts
with open eyes have recognized the
Our lives should be centered on
students to quit griping about the
all of our lives to those that we
commercialization of the holiday.
Jesus Christ, and all we do should
liberal arts curriculum and take
love and foolishly neglect to give
I have now written four
represent him and what he has
CONTACT US
advantage of it to become a more
them the most precious gift of all
sentences, and have you even
done for us.
complete intellectual. Others offer
- the good news that there is a
realized that I have failed to
The holidays that man has
INTERESTID IN CONTRIBUllNG?
anecdotes
that can either brighten
savior Jesus Christ, whose birth we
mention the word "Christmas?" Is
PLEASE DIRECT SUBMISSIONS TD:
established are for a purpose.
your day or challenge you to tty
celebrate at Christmas.
Jesus "the reason for the season?"
Purposefully showing that peace
harder tomorrow. The advice
The Bison
what
we
are
called
to
do
This
is
Isn't Christmas just like Easter,
reigns; purposefully showing
Harding University
columns may not technically belong
this
Christmas
season:
to
delight
Li.bor Day, or Valentine's Day? I
900 E. Center
that we have a king; purposefully
on an opinion page, but their
in God's gracious gift to us, and
would venture to say, "Yes."
HU Box 11192
showing that love is his command
insight into the student mind is
because of this gift, hold out the
Searcy, AR 72149
Christmas is just like Easter,
- and we should reflect on this
and always welcome.
invaluable
Student Center
ultimate gift to our loved ones
Labor Day and Valentine's Day
every day of our lives, not just one
Room223
I
say
all
that to say this: some
- Jesus Christ himself
for this reason: mortal man has
day of the year.
bmathews@harding.edu
opinion columns make m e think,
established and set aside a day
This day of Christmas, set
others make me smile, but an elite
501 -279-4696
MICHAEL NEWSOME is
that is essentially like every other
aside for celebration, should be
NEWSROOM
few columns and their writers
a guest contributor for The
day of the year, except he named
precious to us all. Just as birthdays
501-279-4471
have made me throw up my
EDITOR
it "Christmas" - a name which is
Bison. She may be contacted at hands and exclaim, "Dude, just
are rem embrance celebrations
501-279-4330
meant to point us to and remind
of special days and anniversaries
mnewsome@harding.edu.
get a Livejournal!" I'm referring to
ADVERTISING
the phenomenon of male writers
submitting opinions that read like
INFORMATION
something scribbled in the margins
The Bison is a campus newspaof a teenage girl's study Bible.
Let me just say that being a
per, edited and largely financed
he greatest tragedy is not
ERIN GRANT
So, first it must be asked: How
by students, seeking to provide
sensitive male is nothing to be
death, but life without
close is your present walk with God?
high-quality journalistic discusashamed of; regularly writing about
purpose.
The answer may very well determine
feelings of inadequacy, the struggle
sion of issues of concern to the
your view on what your purpose is
Rick Warren inscribed this in
to love yourself and the world's
Harding community.
at this point.
his bestseller "The Purpose Driven
overemphasis on being pretty isn't
It also serves as an educational
Secondly, what is your purpose?
Life," and it truly emphasizes the
shameful either . . . ifyou've got two
tool for students, providing pracWhat is it that you desire to do?
importance of purpose in living in
"Delight
yourself
in
the
Lord,
and
X
chromosomes. If you think I'm
tical experience to enhance skills
Where do your talents, gifts and
ways not many of us tend to think.
He
will
give
you
the
desires
of
your
implying
that women don't write
learned in the classroom.
passions lie? God has given you
In some respects, a purposeless life
heart."
about important issues, think again.
The Bison recognizes its responthese capabilities, desires, drives and
may even be a dead one, because
When we draw nearer to God,
Readers are waiting for intelligent
sibility to be accurate and objective
passions for a reason; use them for
there is nothing for which we live.
coming fully into His presence and
in its reporting while upholding the
commentary on the real issues
His glory.
Ultimately, the question of
allowing Him to take hold of our
Christian ideals for which Harding
that shape and divide our world,
purpose confronts all of us at
Lastly, here is your charge:
lives, to shape them and to mold
exists.
and females are delivering while
Regardless of all else, strive to find
some point in our lives, perhaps
them into His originally intended
these guys decide how emotionally
It attempts to serve as a forum
and to fulfill your purpose. The
even more strongly at this time
design,
it
is
then
that
our
lives
mature they want to appear in their
for student perspectives, welcomeasy choice remains to drift with
of year. Confusion and turmoil
begin to become more like He who
next column.
ing letters to the editor which
the events life presents, but in
predominate in college campuses.
created
them.
Yes, I'm being mean, but I
adhere to ethical and professional
doing so, you inevitably take the
Fear-inducing final exams loom as
Our hearts begin to beat as one
have to be in order to discourage
standards and are no more than
easy path of flow. Do not take the
freshman first semester draws to an
with His; His loves becom e our
men from using the newspaper to
300 words in length.
easy ch oice.
end; majors are uncertainly chosen
passions,
His
dismays
our
righteous
showcase the depth of their feelings.
Signed columns appearing
out of necessity and new graduates
indignations, and the desires of His
TE. Lawrence spoke
For John Wayne's sake, ifyou feel
in The Bison are the views of the
will soon nervously face a world of
powerfully when he said, "All men
heart become the deepest longings
the need to write an advice column,
writer and may not reflect the
possibilities and stark unfamiliarity.
of ours. It is then that we walk step
dream: but not equally. Those
official policy of the Harding Uniat least make it about something
All throughout, we are left to
in
step
with
Him
and
can
then
who
dream by night in the dusty
versity administration. Unsigned
manly! Write about leadership,
wonder: What is our purpose? How
begin to fulfill the purposes He h as
recesses of their minds wake in
columns represent the view of
rugged individualism, honor or
do we find it?
for us.
the day to find that it was vanity:
the editorial board.
anything else because the next
We must recognize that God
So it is only truly when we
but the dreamers of the day are
colwnn I get from you guys about
The Bison is published by Harcreated us inherently with a
delight
ourselves completely in
dangerous men, for they may act
our dire need for more warm fuzzies
ding University, Searcy, AR 72149.
purpose. However, som etimes He
their dream with open eyes to
His presence, when we become
is going to rot in my inbox. Save it
Subscription rate: $10 per year.
slowly draws back the curtain rather
make it possible." Which kind of
close to Him and continue to
for
your biogs, dudes.
Periodical postage (USPS
than throw it wide open, working
dreamer are you ?
draw nearer, that He will give us
577600) paid at Searcy, AR 72143.
BLAKE MATHEWS serves
in momentary glimpses rather than
the desires of our hearts because
Postmaster: Send address changas the editor-in-chief for the
inspiring revelations. But H e will .
ERIN
GRANT
is
a
guest
our
hearts
then
parallel
more
es to Harding University Box
2009-2010 Bison. He may
only reveal this purpose if we allow
contributor for The Bison. She
closely with His own.
11192, Searcy, AR 72149-0001.
Him to do so.
be contacted at bmathews@
may be contacted at egrant@
This is how we find our purpose
harding.edu.
Psalm 37:4 eloquently remarks,
in Him.
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All I Want For
Christmas ...

A:,

I've gotten older, I've
become more apathetic
oward Christmas because I
no longer have a long list of things
that I want. I'm a simple guy to
please these days - give me some
ties, undies and a Mizzou hoodie
and I'm just dandy. This year is a bit
different, however. .
As a graduate student, I've been
around Harding for a while, and
there are just some things that need
to go. For that reason, here is my
Christmas wish list of two things I
want to get out of Harding's friendly
confines.
l. Overused Words:
Is it just me, or does everyone use
the word "legit" now? Seriously; it's
used for everything.
"Oh my gosh, girl. That scarf is
legit." I bet it's not.
"Dude, I make the most legit
quesadillas." In no way can cheese
pressed between two flour tortillas
and cut into wedges be classified as
legit.
Or how about the word "epic?"
I'm pretty sure people don't know
what the word means because I hear
it used all the time.
"Man, that chicken biscuit chapel
ralk was epic."
First of all, are you ralking about
the first time it was done or the
second time it was done? Second,
such an event can't be classified as
epic unless chicken biscuits rained
from on high to feed the multitudes.
Yet another great word that has been
ruined due to overyse.
And why is everyone fascinated
with constantly calling happenings
"awkward?" Let me run an awkward
scenario by you quickly to illustrate
my point.
I had a friend who found himself
in a prank war with another friend
of mine. Afrer guy number one
nestled a dead squirrd into the bed
of~y numJ>eLtwO, 8!1Y numbe.r
two deposited some laxative into
the morning protein shake of
guy number one. Afrer chapel,
guy number one was talking
to a girl when the weight of his
entire digestive system knocked at
daylight's door. He had to about-face
to find a bathroom, never finishing
the conversation, mind you, but
couldn't get there in time. Oops.
That, my friends, is awkward, so stop
calling every interaction that doesn't
flow perfectly awkward, and stop
taking pride in being an awkward
person when you're probably not. It's
not cute.
2. The HU Clothing Fads:
Where do I even start? How abouc
North Face jackets? First of all, I
can't stand the name. "The North
Face." That just reminds me of the
people on Facebook who put "the"
in front of their names like they are
something special. I'm also reminded
of how Ohio State demands to be
called 'Tue Ohio State University,"
with emphasis on the "the." I'm
pretty sure you can put "the" in from
of anything, and it's not going to
make it any cooler. Let me try.
"I'm going to The Waffle House to
get The Hash Browns and The City
Ham Biscuit. I'll drink The Coke
and leave The Tip."
Nope. That's still pretty lame.
Kind of like paying 250 bucks for a
jacket, right?
Then there are those boots that
girls wear making them look like
either eskimos or Robin Hood. I
can't believe the amount of fur th.at
those Ugg boots have. Ifyou're not
a sherpa, there is no sense in having
that much fur interdigitating with
your toes. And those mid-shin,
floppy boots that the ladies are
donning just remind me of Peter
Pan, especially when combined with
leggings. Not attractive. But at least
you're, like, totally in style, right? You
should, like, totally buy a quiver of
arrows to complete the ensemble. If
you do , it would be pretty epic. But
don't forget the North Face jacket,
or it might be kind of awkward, yet
legit at the same time.

BRANDON HIGGINS is a
guest contributor for The
Bison. He may be contacted
at brandonhiggi ns 12 ®gmai I.
com
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Life After Undergrad
ASH'TDNREELY
en walking across
he graduation stage
ist May, I had
hoped that the key to life (or at
least the secret of life in paper
form) would have been tucked
be that my college graduation,
away underneath my diploma.
the
culmination of my game
Even a handwritten plan of
plan, was not necessarily God's
action passed to me upon the
occasion to bring everything
final handshake from Dr. Burks
neatly gift-wrapped to my
would have sufficed. Once the
doorstep? If I had not gotten
initial excitement wore off and
so caught up in the beautiful
the cap and gown had found its
rendition of "Climb Every
dust-collecting place in the back
Mountain," maybe I would have
of my closet, reality began to
heard him gently whisper that he
set in. I had veered away from
was not finished with me yet.
my pre-college game plan and
Had he given me everything
was now wandering into the
I wanted when I wanted it,
unknown, the unfamiliar.
perhaps I wouldn't have gotten
In all actuality, five years ago
the chance to learn from my
- when picturing my life as it
mistakes, become independent,
would stand today - I would
and above all, create memories
have given you the typical 'Tm
going to Harding" ambitions list. I will carry with me always. I
think every young woman, even
The MRS degree was not why I
if they eventually get married
came to Harding, but I would
and have kids, will always
be remiss to p retend like Prince
remember that initial transition
C harming, the white p icket
to life as a single adult trying to
fence anCi a dream job weren_,t
make their way in this world.
in the back of my mind when I
Here, in no particular order of
read my acceptance letter. The
importance, are post-Harding
white picket fence is presently
lessons that I have gathered in
an unpainted fence that only
the past several months:
surrounds the backyard-a fence
1. Sit in the dark and
that houses a hole that's big
purchase
a Snuggie - I was
enough for the neighbor's dog
notorious
in the dorm for
to peer in and bark its head off
cranking
the
heat up and leaving
at me during the early morning
on.
My
first electric bill
lights
hours. Two part-time jobs are
in
the
new
house
was a wakehelping me through grad school,
up
call
and
alerted
me that a
and Prince Charming, well, I
about to
lifestyle
change
was
still haven't located him.
take place. Don't forget to bring
Hymns like "Just as I Am"
marshmallows when you visit;
and "There's a Fountain Free"
they are cheap and they make
are supposed to be the teargood treats when we are huddled
jerking, come-down-the-aisle
by the space heater.
go-to songs, but lately, a lesser
2. Beware of boys - Guys,
known children's song has
believe
it or not, are actually
seemed to work its power in
within a 15-foot
allowed
me. When children, with their
radius of your house when you
angelic little voices, sing "God's
graduate. This poses a problem
Still Working on Me," a lump
when
shortly upon moving to
gathers in my throat. Could it

Guest

Space

the outside world, you forget
been able to leave the house with
that you're not in Sears anymore
cloches that are put together, hair
and you dance around your
that is clean and not the slightest
kitchen while doing the dishes.
trace of B.O. Though my new
An unfamiliar male face in
body wash may not have glitter
in it and smell like a tropical
my window was enough to
island, I still feel blessed to have
result in a James Bond drop
such luxuries at all. Plus, cheaper
to the ground and the fastest
brands allow you to expand your
army crawl you've ever seen. A
permanent scar from carpet burn wild side and try such scents as
is forever there to remind me
cherry blossom and bamboo.
that, in reality, men are allowed
Richer, snobbier brands would
to come in the lobby before
scoff at such combinations.
noon.
It's fun to laugh about these
3. Goodbye easy-to. now, but when the experiences
re member four-digit numbers
are happening, they are
- When you are scared or
frightening and unpredictable.
It's easy for me to throw myself
locked out, call 5000. When
your toilet breaks, call 4339.
a pity party and wonder what
When you don't know whom
God has in store for me. Will I,
until the end of time, have to
to contact, call 4000. Postgraduation, when you have
protect myself from mice and
spiders and remember to take
' an outbreak of spiders and
mice, it's time to take matters
the trash out? Will I have to
eat Campbell's soup for lunch
into your own hands. Stop
screaming, get down off the
for the rest of my life? It's then
couch and put on your big-girl
that I have to close my eyes and
hear the sweet words of children
pants. For future reference,
opening the cabinet quickly
- kids who have no idea what's
and throwing a mousetrap in
in store for them-and listen to
there is not the best method;
the promise: "He's still working
the trap immediately sets itself
on me to make me what I ought
off, it takes 45 minutes to set
to be/It took him just a week to
it up again and the mouse is
make the moon and stars/The
still scurrying around your Lazy
Sun and the Earth and Jupiter
Susan like it is its own mouse
and Mars/How loving and
condominium. ·oh, and you can
patient he must be/He's still
forget about that whole Harding
working on me."
lawn-mowing service thing they
Though he may be prepping
have going on. I had to make
me to set a mousetrap, mow
sure the neighborhood was
my lawn and exert some
independence, I know even that
vacant before I tried my hand
at mowing the lawn for the first
does not encompass his path for
my life. I just have to have faith,
time.
love much and put my fence up.
4 . You can be suave without
·Pantene - Yep, I was that girl.
I know that one day I will look
I bought shampoo because it was out my window and see that he
pretty, $6 deodorant because it
has painted it white.
had a picture of flowers on it and
got a pedicure when I didn't feel
ASHTON REELY is a guest
like (gasp) bending over to paint
contributor for The Bison. She
my own toenails. Those days are
may be contacted at areely@
no more. Surprisingly, I have still ~arding.edu .

Redefining Justice

R

cently, certain current
events have begun to incite
ome serious internal strife.
For example, the massacre of 12
people at Fort Hood by Major
Nida! Malik Hasan, or the release
from prison of the 100-year-old
convicted pedophile Theodore
Sypnier, who remains unrepentant
of sexually abusing four children
in Tonawmda, New York ten years
ago.
Many of you, after considering
such events, probably become
subject to the same swells of
emotion that I do. We feel confused,
depressed, angry. Questions arise
within us concerning good and evil,
justice and injustice, mercy and
forgiveness.
For me, the most prominent
swell has manifested itself in the
form of questioning the nature of
justice. What do men such as Hasan
and Sypnier deserve? Surely, their
crimes against humanity warrant an
equally destructive punishment.
This is at least the ethic we come
away with after reading Leviticus
24:17-20. "If anyone takes the life
of a human being, he must be put
to death....whatever he has done
must be done to him: fracture

THOMAS Hill.
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for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for
tooth." Justice means that people
get what they deserve. Or does it?
If justice is simply administering
deserved punishment, then what is
vengeance?
The Dictionary defines
vengeance in much the same way:
"punishment inflicted in retaliation
for an injury or offense." If we
ascribe this meaning to justice,
then we are essentially using it as a
glorified term for vengeance, which
of cciurse, validates vengeful actions.
Is this right? There must be some
dichotomy between the two. In our
postmodern, relativistic society, it
is becoming increasingly easier for
any one person to defend his own
actions by claiming that his personal
convictions and beliefs validate
those actions.
If this person believes that there
is no difference ·between justice and
vengeance, then he gets to decide co
what degree his transgressor should
be punished (i.e. retribution he

considers just). In other words, "an
eye for an eye," could easily become
"an arm, a leg, and $1.5 million for
an eye."
How do we avoid the danger of
relativism in the pursuit of justice?
I believe the answer lies in altering
our perception ofjustice. We should
not equate justice with punishment.
Ifwe do, then in order to validate
our actions, we must inevitably
claim that the administering of such
punishment is always just, which in
fa.ct it may not be.
Over the ages, philosophers
have postulated why in many
retributive scenarios, such as the
sentencing of death, the actual
carrying out of the punishment
may not be just. Epictetus, for
example, states that it would be
wrong to "destroy" those who are
"in error about the great matters."
Marcus Aurelius advocated that
real justice can be found in the
"conversion" and correction of those
who are in "error." The ignorance
(blindness) of the "unjust person"
is his true vice, and true justice
would be to rid the society of his
ignorance.
What is the nature of justice that
we see presented here? It is certainly

not retributive or vengeful. We see
the same concept in Matthew 5:3839. Jesus quotes Leviticus 24:20
and then says, "But I tell you, Do
nor resist an evil person. Ifsomeone
strikes you on the right cheek, turn
to him the other also." This certainly
does not seem just. Why should the
attacker not get what he deserves?
It seems that Jesus does not
view the passage in Leviticus
as an equation for determining
punishment. It's as if the passage is
saying, "Your brother's eye is worth
just as much as your eye, his tooth
is worth just as much as your tooth.
Treat him as an equal."
Yet, Jesus is taking it even
further, saying that we are to
humble ourselves by considering
others not as our equals, but as our
superiors.
The point is to incite change in
our transgressors. Maybe our view
of justice should be altered. Justice
is not retaliation or retribution or
punishment; it is correction and
change brought about by love.

THOMAS HILL is a guest
contributor for The Bison. He
may be contacted at thill2@
harding.edu.
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Cross-country teams put icing on cake
by KATE KUWTIZKY
student writer
The Harding men's and women's crosscountry team completed another outstanding
season and looks to be able to continue their
success in future seasons.
Coming into the season, on the heels of
losing several seniors, the Bisons weren't sure
what to expect this year.
"The guys are a young tearri, fairly inexperienced. Corning off one of the best teams
we've ever had, we didn't know what to expect,"
head coach Stephen Guymon said.
The team had big shoes to fill. Harding has
finished nationally ranked in the top ten seven
ofthe previous nine years. But the Bisons would
prove they were up to the challenge. In 2009,
the Bisons won the Gulf South Conference,
the NCAA II South Region Championship
and placed ninth at the NCAA Nationals.
"To perform the way we did, eight out of
ten years in top ten, is a great accomplishment," Guymon said.
Individually the Bisons also excelled.
Sophomore Daniel Kirwa was the individual
champion in the conference meet and the
South Region meet. He also became only
the third Harding runner to finish as high
as second at the national meet,joiningJacob
Rotich (2003) and Julius Kosgei (2006). He
and sophomore Philip Biwott also both
received All-American honors.
The women's team also came into the
season with high expectations, and they did
not disappoint. The Lady Bisons brought
home another Gulf South Conference
championship with senior Katy Grant
taking the individual title. They also placed
second in the NCAA Division II South
Regional and 19th at the NCAA Division
II N ational Meet.
However, the women's team also brought
some much needed experience to the table
that helped both the men's and women's
teams succeed.
"The experience they provided was fantastic
throughout the year," Guymon said. "They
performed very well at the conference championship and we did the best we could."
That ability to come together as a team

Photos by CRAIG RAINBOLT I The Bison
Junior Rysper Sirma and sophomore Daniel Kirwa compete in the Bison Stampede earlier this season. The Bison and Lady Bison
cross-country teams capped off another successful season this year under head coach Steve Guymon.

was almost as impressive as the succes~ in
the races themselves.
"I am most proud of the way both the
women's and men's teams performed at the
Gulf South Conference Championship,"
senior Katy Grant said. "We grouped up and
ran as a team for the majority of the race.
W e set high goals for ourselves going into
the race and were able to take home both
GSC Championship trophies."

Coach Stephen Guymon, in his seventh
year as coach at Harding, was equally as
impressed and knows he has had the opportunity to coach a special group.
'Tm most proud of. he kind of people
they are," Guymon said. "This group of
people is a very classy group. They understand there's a successful past, and they
have to continue on. They just know they're
going to do it. I'm proud of how they step

up when it's time."
As the teams look forward to next season,
the future appears bright. The women will
lose a few runners, including Katy Grant, but
the men's team will return with all m embers
from this year and will look to add new
recruits as well.
If the past is any indication, next year's
team is likely to step up and continue the
tradition of success.

Bison sprinter sets new sch ool-record in 200 meter
by CHRIS O'DELL
sports editor

"It was nice," Arnold said. "It was good
to see the amount of work I put into it pay
off."

Arnold, who competes in several differHarding University junior Blake Arnold
is off to a quick start in the 2009- 10 indoor ent events for The Bison track team, has
track season. At last weekend's Arkansas broken the same record more than once
State Kick- off Klassic Blake set a new now. After breaking the Harding record in
school-record in the 200 meters. The junior the 200 meters earlier in his career, Arnold
sprinter ran the event in 22.39 seconds to had the record broken by his teammate soon
finish fourth place in the event and break after. Arnold has been working with head
the previous record of 22.41 set by Kreg track coach Steve Guymon to ensure he
Kell in 2008. Arnold said the achievement · has the best chance possible at once again
~
claiming the record.
didn't come without lots of practice.

"He pushes us to be the best runners we
can be," Arnold said. "He is always supportive
and just telling us to keep working."
Despite a good amount ofsuccess from the
Anchorage, Alaska, native and his teammates,
Arnold said that the team can sometimes
get overlooked by the massive success of the
cross-country team as of late.
"We get kind of overshadowed by their
success, but we're really trying to push ourselves to have that same kind of success,"
Arnold said.
However, the success of the cross-country

team also has its benefits for the track team.
"It works really well for us because teams
know us because of them," Arnold said.
Each member of the team has team and
individual goals. Arnold said he has one goal
in mind for the upcoming season.
"I would really like to make nationals by
myself this year," he said. "It would mean a
lot to mak~. it by myself instead of with the
relay team.
If Arnold's results at the Arkansas State
Kick-offKlassic are a sign of things to come,
see TRACK page 2b

Texas gets nod in BCS N ational Chatnpionship gatne
defeated Crimson Tide versus
the unb eaten Longhorns. The
SEC versus the Big 12. Nick
Saban versus M ack Brown.
One Heisman finalist vers us
Lead off
another Heisman finalist. You
might want to tune in for this
one.
L
ike every college footNo matter what many SEC
ball season, there was
fans think, this is anyone's
controversy in the BCS
game. E ach team comes into
selections this year. With five
the game with stellar defenses
undefeated teams ranked in
that could rank as No. 1 and
the top six in the country, only 2 in the country. Alabama
two could play for a shot at
h as its ground game, led by
the national title. While you
running back Mark Ingram,
could make a case for n early
and Texas has its passing atevery one of the five teams
tack, led by quarterback Colt
with a perfect record, only
M cCoy. If either team has a
two truly stand out above the
true weakness, it would h ave
rest - and t hat's why they
to be Bama's passing attack
are playing in Pasadena come
and Texas' running game. The
Jan. 7.
deciding factor in this game
Although Alabama vs. Texas
could be which t eam can have
might be the game for all t he
consistent success in these two
marbles, there are certainly
areas.
other intriguing matchups in
Despite Texas being the
this year's BCS bowl season. So underdog heading into this
without further ado, here is my
matchup, I like the Longhorns '
list of the top bowl games this
chances in this game. Too many
season and my predictions to go times football games are decidwith them.
ed by quarterback play, and only
1. BCS National Champione No. 12 (Colt M cCoy) is
onship Game (Jan. 7):
the most winning quarterback
It's the first-ever matchup
in college football history. And
of two 13-0 teams. The unTexas has to like its position
CHRIS O'DELL

The

I-

- last time it played in Pasadena as the underdog, Vince
Young ran the Longhorns past
USC to win the national title.
No one knows if this year's
national championship will
be another instant classic,
but what we do know is that
Texas is 8-0 against Alabama
in the previous eight matchups
between the two teams. Texas is
3-0 in BCS bowl games, while
Alabama is 0-2 in such games,
with a humiliating loss to Utah
last season.
I will stick with my preseason pick and choose the
Longhorns winning another
close game with both defenses
coming up big. Prediction:
Texas 24, Alabama 17.
2. Sugar Bowl (Jan. 1):
The undefeated Cincinnati
Bearcats against the defending national champion Florida
Gators. This game could be a
letdown for the Gators, considering Florida had nothing
but repeat on its mind before
last weekend's beat down by the
Crimson Tide.
N ow Tim Tebow has to
prepare to play in his last
game as a Gator and will try
to avoid ending his career on a
two-game losing skid. I'll take

the Gators to by two touchdowns over Tony Pike and the
Bearcats. Prediction: F lorida
31, Cincinnati 17.
3. Fiesta Bowl (Jan. 4):
TCU was one second away
from playing Alabama in the
national championship. It had
to settle for Boise State in the
Fiesta Bowl. This is the second
consecutive season these two
teams have met in a bowl game.
Although it is a different
season, I see the same result
in the end. The 12-0 Horned
Frogs and its first-ranked defense will win big over the 13-0
Broncos. Prediction: TCU 35,
Boise State 14.
4. Rose Bowl (Jan. 1):
Ohio State and Oregon both
come in as 10-2 teams and both
come in with dual-threat quarterbacks. Ohio State might be
glad it avoided playing another
SEC team in the postseason
but won't be too happy to face
an Oregon team just as fast
as any team in the SEC. The
biggest anticipation heading
into this game could be finding
out what uniforms the Ducks
will wear in the game. Oregon's
ever- changing wardrobes are
as fascinating to watch as the
team itself.

Putting the fashion talk
aside, I like Oregon's offense
winning this game by at least
two touchdowns. Ohio State
will have to wait at least one
more season to win anoth er
bowl game. Prediction: Oregon
38, Ohio State 24.
5. Orange Bowl (Jan. 5):
11-2 Georgia Tech comes
into the game with a tripleoption offense and 10-2 Iowa
comes into the game with loads
of experience in winning close
games. That experience would
come in handy if Iowa had any
sign of an offense. Prediction:
Georgia Tech 35, Iowa 14.
So there you have it: the five
biggest games of the college
football postseason. Some of
the gam es are about as mysterious as the whole Tiger Woods
scandal. One thing you can
count on though .. . no matter
the outcome of the games, there
will once again be BCS controversy at season's end.

CHRIS O'DELL
serves as the sports editor for
the 2009-2010 Bison.
He may be contacted at
code ll@harding.edu
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Bison Notes
Basketball
teams earn
close victories
information courtesy of HU
Sports Information

Bisons hold off St.
Edwards in Austin
The Harding men's basketball
team fought off a late comeback by
St. Edward's to defeat the Hilltoppers 68-64 Sunday afternoon in
Austin, Texas. The win moves the
Bisons to 5-2 on the season.
Harding shot 65.8 percent
from the floor, hitting 25-of-38
shots. That is the second best

shooting percentage the Bisons
have ever shot in a game.
With 10:56 left to play in the
game, St. Edward's went on a 16-0
run in a five minute period to take
a 60-55 lead. A three-pointer by
Trent Morgan swung the momentum back in the Bisons favor
as they went on a 5-0 run to take
back the lead. The Hilltoppers
pulled within two of the Bisons
with seven seconds left but two
free-throws by Bradley Spencer
sealed the win for Harding.
Sophomore forward Kirk
Porter had a career high 23 points
to lead the Bisons. He hit 9-of-12
from the field and 5-of-·8 from
the free-throw line.Junior Sam
Brown was perfect from behind
the three-point line hitting 4-of-4
and finished with 14 points. The
Bisons were 6-of-9 from behind
the three-point line.
Reggie Shanks led the Hilltoppers with 24 points, hitting 4-of-6

from behind the three-point line.
Jannik Zimmer added 14 points
andJeffMiner added 13 points.
Harding out-rebounded St.
Edward's, 26-24.
The Bisons had 28 points in
the paint to the Hilltoppers 16.
St. Edward's had 19 points off
Harding's 18 turnovers.
The Bisons will be back in
action Saturday, hosting Central
Baptist at 7:30 p.m., in the Rhodes
Field House.

Lady Bisons win
overtime thriller
The Harding women's basketball team scores six unanswered points in overtime to
defeat Incarnate Word 66-62
Friday night in San Antonio,
Texas. Harding improves to 4-4
on the season and extends their
winning streak to four games.

Stacey Owens led the Lady
Bisons with 20 points. Owens
got out to quick start, hitting
5-of-7 from the field and two
three-pointers for 16 points in
the first half.
A three-pointer by Nia
Torru with 35 seconds left,
gave Incarnate Word a two
point lead. On the next possession, Sierra Rollins hit a
layup with 14 seconds left to
tie the game at 60 apiece. The
Cardinals had one last chance
for the win, but a missed
three-pointer by Torru sent
the game into, overtime.
Rollins broke the tie in
overtime hitting two straight
free-throws. Elizabeth Nagel
drove the lane and made a
lay-up and was fouled. Nagel
connected on the free-throw
to give the Lady Bisons a five
point lead with 1:39 left in
overtime. Na gel was fouled

with 31 seconds left and hit
1-of-2 three throws for a two
possession lead. The Lady
Bisons held the Cardinals
scoreless in overtime as they
missed all nine shots.
Rollins was the other Lady
Bison in double-figure scoring
adding 10 points and a team
high nine rebounds. Bailey St.
Clair had nine points and had
seven rebounds.
Torru had a double-double
on the night with 22 points
and 12 rebounds for the Car·dinals. Jasmine Smith also had
12 points and seven rebounds
for Incarnate Word.
The Lady Bisons took a 3329 lead into the locker room,
Harding hit 14-of-18 from
the free-throw line.
The Lady Bisons continue
their road skid in Texas, traveling to Austin to take on St.
Edward's Sunday at 1 p.m.

TRAC.K: Arnold off to quick start
CONTINUED from page 1 b

then Arnold could do just that. The junior runner has improved
his time in the 200 meters each year as a Bison runner.
In 2008 Arnold ran the event in 22.52 seconds, then
improved to 22.48 in 2009 and completed the pattern with
a time of 22.41 seconds. If the trend continues, Arnold
should be able to post a time good enough to make the trip
to the national meet.
During his career, Arnold has also competed in the 400
meter, 200 meter, 100 meter, 60 meter and the 55 meter events.
If the 20-year-old junior can keep improving and working with
Guymon, the recent broken record could be a sign of many
things to come for Arnold and the Bison track team.

2009-10 Men's Track Schedule
OPPONENT

LOCATION

12/5/2009

Arkansas State

State University, AR

1/30/2010

New Mexico

2112/2010

Iowa State University

• Cleared a height of 5
feet, 3 inches in the high

2120/2010

University of Nebraska

jump

3/1212010

NCAA Indoor
National Champ.

Albuquerque, NM

• Placed third of 16
entrants in the Arkansas
State Kick-Off Klassic

3/20/2010

Rhodes College

Memphis, TN

3/20/2010

Rhodes College

Memphis, TN

DATE
Dia
Gibson

Albuquerque, NM
Ames, IA
Lincoln, NE

Tiger Woods incident turns into soap opera
ROBBY CARRIGER

Guest Sports
Column

D

id you hear the news
about Tiger Woods?
OF COURSE YOU
DID. We all have.
In fact, we have all been
bombarded for the last
two weeks with constant
updates on what Tiger is
doing, where he has been
and whom he has text messaged. It is getting hard to
remember if Woods is the
best golfer in the world or
Audrina's new boyfriend on
"The Hills." But such is the
life of a professional athlete
in America these days.
N<;>w don't get me wrong,
I am an aspiring sports
journalist graduating in
a week with a degree in
broadcasting, so keeping
sports in the news is in my ,
best interest. With that said,
how far is too far?
I remember the days when
I could turn on Sportscenter
and actually watch highlights

and updates, not gossip and
paparazzi pictures. My love
affair with sports began long
before the one Tiger had, but
as of late my joy in sports
is starting to sour.
Of course, it is only
natural to glorify athletes
to levels beyond what we
should, but what we need
to realize is that these are
ordinary people like you and
me who are faced with situations completely out of the
ordinary, so before we crucify
them as horrible people, we
need to take into account
they are human. I am not
condoning any actions of
anyone, I am just saying as
a society we need to look to
people other than athletes,
actors and celebrities as role
models, but that is a tangent
for another time.
The whole point of this
article is simple; let's get
back to sports. Obviously
with the nature of media
today, anything an athlete
does will be news, but can we
not just accept these people
for what they are ... ordinary
people with extraordinary

talent? W e as fan s are sick
of the gossip storylines,
the finger pointing and the
trash that bumps our actual
highlights off the front page.
Here are just a couple of
the storylines that are far
too played out.
Steroids
Yes, the cheating in
professional sports, namely
baseball, is reprehensible. Yes,
I would prefer ifprofessional
athletes were free of performance enhancing drugs. But
is that the most important
thing to me? NO. I know
I am not the only one sick
of the Roger Clemens and
Barry Bonds sagas. I know
I am not the only one who
heard the phrase "Mitchell
Report" and said "enough
already!" And I know I am
not the only one to cheer
a player formerly accused
of /found guilty of steroid
use on one of my favorite
teams. While I support and
respect the efforts of professional sports to clean up, I
do not need to hear about a
middle reliever who juiced
up in 1998. New testing is

Photo courtesy of the Associated Press
Tiger Woods and his wife, Elin Nordegren watch the fourth quarter of Game 4 of the
NBA basketball finals between the Los Angeles Lakers and Orlando Magic in Orlando,
Fla. Tiger Woods said he let his family down with "transgressions" he regrets "with all
of my heart," and that he will deal with his'personal life behind closed doors.

in place and is more effective than any method before
it, so let's put our faith in
those in charge and enjoy
what we see on the field, not
question who is cheating
and who isn't.
Infidelity
The Tiger Woods debacle
is just the latest in the "which
athlete is cheating on his
spouse" series. Certainly we
remember the whole Alex
Rodriguez fiasco over the
last year and countless other
incidents of extramarital
affairs. Here's the thing.
Cheating is not limited
to famous athletes. People
cheat every day, and often
it's the person you would

least expect. As much of a
tragedy as this is, it is not
newsworthy. It is a private
matter that needs to be
handled as such. Situations
such as Tiger's current one
are volatile enough without constant updates and
television coverage . Yes,
the athlete made a mistake,
but we should allow him
to work on his personal
lives without making him
a national headline.
I love sports, and I hope
to make a living by reporting '
on them. However, I want to
talk about touchdowns and
home runs, not needles and /
home wreckers. Sports are
an amazing part of our lives,

but the men who play them
are just that, men. They are
bound to make mistakes and
let us down. So rather than
glorify them as celebrities
and role models, we need to
just look at them as regular
guys with special talent. Ifwe
do this we can hopefully get
back to the way things used
to be, watching the games
strictly for the enjoyment
and beauty of the sport.

ROBBY CARRIGER is a
guest sports columnist for
the 2009-2010 Bison. He
may be contacted at
rcarrige@harding.edu

Read the news online
and comment at
http://
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Recycle, donate
your surplus
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Farewell to a chapel hero

by SARAH KYLE
news editor

project, which donates shoes
and Bibles to people in the
Philippines.
With the end ofthe semester
Students should place
drawing near, Aramark Facility unusable items in Dumpsters
Services Director Greg Tatera that will be placed near the
has some last minute tips dorms this weekend.
for how students can have a
Tatera asked that students
'greener' holiday season.
remember the traditional
Similar to the donation break check-list and turn
boxes put in dorm lobbies off all lights and appliances,
at the end of each school unplug chargers and unused
year, Tatera said donation power strips, ensure windows
and recycling boxes will be are closed, report broken winplaced in each dormlobby for dows, doors, water leaks, etc.,
cleaning items and personal adjust the thermostat to 68
care items-- such as shampoo degrees in applicable dorms,
and soap, clothing, office remove trash and recycle any
supplies, non-perishable food applicable items.
and furniture.
For students who have
Tatera said all items are reusable to-go containers or
being donated to various local other dishes from the caforganizations.·Cleaning and eteria, permanent recycling
personal care items will be containers will be set up in
donated to White County each dormitory.
Foster Parents Association,
"We want everyone to
clothing and office supplies think green over Christmas:
will be donated to Searcy think green in what they
Children's Home re-sale store, are purchasing and green
non-perishable food will be in what they bring back,"
donated to local food pantries Tatera said.
and furniture to Habitat for
He added that plans are
Humanity.
in place to add more bike
Tatera added that all shoes racks to campus, so students
donated in the clothing box will be able to 'go green' by
will be taken out and do- biking around rather than
nated to the "Saving Soles" driving.

Class projects
affect the
outside world
by ABBY KELLETT
student writer
Instead of multiple timeco nsuming assignments,
students in the Christian
View of Media ethics class
had only one major project:
help spread the message of
Jesus, either explicitly or
implicitly, using the skills
from their majors. Students
had to take the aptitudes being taught to them through
their departments to come
up with a project that would
positively affect today's
culture and society.
Caitlyn Ringling, a senior
advertising major enrolled in
the class this semester, got
her project idea just from
listening to broadcasting.
"I came up with this idea
from hearing their [Airl
Radio's] pledge drive on
the radio," Ringling said.
"I really found it annoying
and hoped to find a better
way to raise money for the
station and advance their
ministry."
Ringling's project involved coming up with
new marketing strategy for
the station's annual weekly
fundraiser. She presented
her extensive plan to the
class last week, and she says
she hopes to see results in
the future.
"My hope is that they
will adapt a new way of
marketing their station so
that they may be most effective in raising money,"
Ringling said. "My project
will hopefully influence the
avid listeners of the station
by providing them a more
direct way to give back,
without taking away air time
from the songs that people
want to hear."

a

"We basically
started with
an idea of an
old woman
feeling alone in
a time of need.
From there, we
wanted to point
out when she
realized she was
never alone in
the first place."
Michael Brooker
Group member

Other students in the
class took a different approach to the assignment.
Michael Brooker and Hunter
Mitchell made an advertising campaign composed of
different kinds of messages.
The two wrote scripts for
three video spots and created four ads.
"We basically started
with an idea of an old
woman feeling alone in a
time of need. From there, we
wanted to point out when
s.he realized she was never
alone in the first place,"
Brooker said. "This was our
first video spot, and the two
other stories branched off
of this one."
"We wanted to create
a simple, yet effective,
encouraging campaign,"
Brooker said. Their project's
tagline, "Just Be There,"
was designed to carry out
that goal.
Other projects included
a movie trailer, the coloring
in chapel service project and
a Harding University in
Greece promotional book to
be used by the International
Programs.

photo by NICK MICHAEL I The Bison
Senior B. Chris Simpson gives his lighthearted senior speech, entitled "You Wrong For That!!!" as Dr.
Burks attempts to stifle his chuckling at Simpson's jokes. The speech was Simpson's last address as a
student to the Harding University chaper audience, as he will be graduating this semester.

Online evals teach instructors
by ASHLEY ROSENBAUM

These results are included as part of
the annual review process for faculty
and are discussed with their immediate
Teacher evaluations have been supervisor, normally the department
instrumental in helping professors .chair or dean.
find out what they are doing we!l
The teacher evaluation system
and how they could improve sinc.e that was done via e-mail began last
the 1970s.
year. The responses were higher with
The Assistant Vice President for the paper system than the electronic
Academic Affairs Marty Spears was system.
one of the· people in charge of the
"The response rate on paper was
teacher evaluation process. A com- very high, as expected, since everymittee of faculty and administrators one who is present in class that day
determined the questions that are completes one," Spears said. "In our
place on the evaluation.
first year online [last year], we had a
"The current teacher evaluation 43 percent response rate. This is much
instrument was developed in the lower than with paper, but it compares
1990s by a committee composed. of favorably to other institutions in their
faculty and administrators," Spears first year online. A big emphasis is besaid. "Changes would have to be ing placed this year on improving the
made by a committee of faculty and response rate, and we are hopeful that
administrators."
students will take the time to respond
The teacher, department chair, dean at a better-rate this year."
and Vice President for Academic Affairs
The testing office decided to switch
see the completed evaluations.
from paper evaluations to online
"The results of the teacher evalu- evaluations for various reasons.
ations are not released until after the
"There are pros and cons to any
semester is over, at which point the method of evaluations," Spears said.
teacher, department chair, dean, and "Some of the pros associated with an
the VP for academic affairs all have online evaluations system are: 1) It
access to the results," Spears said.
frees up class time at the end of the

student writer

semester, which is always valuable to
the teachers; 2) It is green and saves
literally tons of paper; 3) It is much
easier to manage than the paper process,
which is incredibly complicated and
requires hundreds of hours of work
from the Testing Office workers; 4)
It gives administrators the option to
easily customize some questions for
specific courses or areas of study."
Although not many students have
responded yet, Spears is hoping for a
fifty percent response rate. The rate is
currently 23 percent, which is about
what Spears said he expected.
"This is a busy time of the semester,
and many students are waiting until
they have time," Spears said. "We
would encourage them to make the
time because it is very important feedback to the feedback to the teacher's
administration.
Spears said there are many reasons
that students should fill out a teacher
evaluation, including the knowledge
teachers can gain from feedback.
''Almost any teacher who has been
evaluated can give specific examples
how they have used the feedback to
improve their teaching and/or courses,"
Spears said.

Russell honored by global
security organization
by CARLY KESTER

ment Administrators, or
"One reason I
IACLEA.
was
so excited
"The current regional vice
about
having
Craig Russell, director of president recommended me
Public Safety, was appointed for tl'ie job," Russell said.
this job is
regional vice president of "For me, it was an honor
because I like
the American Society for he did that."
to be well
Industrial Security InternaSome of Russell's duties
informed and
tional, or ASIS, the world's will include acting as a liaison
largest professional security between the international
connected to
organization.
headquarters and individual
other people."
_Russell's qualifications chapters, running a leaderinclude having served in the ship training seminar for
Craig Russell
Arkansas chapter of ASIS newly elected chapter officers,
D
irector
of Public
International as treasurer, and making sure individual
Safety
vice chairman, chairman chapters get important
and assistant regional vice documents turned in to the when possible.
"One reason I was so
president.
international office.
He has also worked for
Other duties will be excited about having this job
Harding University Public to make sure new chapter is because I like to be well
Safety for more than 20 leaders understand their informed and connected to
years and is a member of responsibilities, periodically other people," R,.ussell said.
International Association visit other chapter meetings
Russell said that he holds
of Campus Law Enforce- and provide information ASIS International in high
student writer

regard because of their safety
seminars, exhibits and con- ·
ferences, which usually have
thousands of attendants.
"I've learned a lot from
the conferences and from
people in other chapters,"
Russell said. "It's a way for
me to stay on top of the
s~curity industry."
Russell starts his new
position Jan. 1, 2010, and
will be serving for one year.
His past experience with
public safety will aid him
on his new job.
"My job at Public Safety
and my membership for
IACLEA are both volunteer
positions," Russell said. "I've
received a lot from them,
and I want to do as much
as I can to give back what
they've done for me."

Follow chebllsonnews and
discuss news with #mybison
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Student-directed plays return,

Cryptogram

involve all majors
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"We're
Serious
About
Customer
Service."

by JORDAN BAILEY
copy editor

Many students have noticed the lack of inexpensive
cultural weekend activities on
campus this semester. One of
the major sources of entertainment, student-directed
plays, has been missed by the
theater-going crowd.
Play Directing, a class
for theatre majors, is taught
by Robin Miller and is only
offered in the fall. Nine
people are currently in the
class. Six of those students
will _direct this spring.
The directing class is a
prerequisite for junior directing projects, which all theater
majors must complete.Junior
theater major Liz Willen
is currently enrolled in the
class and will be directing
"The Patchwork Qyilt" this
spring.
Willen said she would
have directed this semester, but she had to take the
class first.
"I didn't know that you
co~ld take the class before
your junior year so that you
could do your project your
junior year," Willen said. "I
thought that you had to be
ajunior to take it, which is
why I hadn't taken it yet."
Directing is not Willen's
first interaction with studentdirected plays. She has acted
in two shows, "Monkey's
Paw" and "The Effect of
Gamma Rays on Man in
the Moon Marigolds," and
she stage-managed "The
Dining Room."
Willen said people had
asked her ifthere were going
to be shows this semester and
they seemed disappointed
when she told them there
were not any scheduled.
One of the requirements
of the newly created Theater
Appreciation course is to

view live theater. The lack of
shows on campus hindered
some students from seeing
shows conveniently and at
a low cost.
Students who missed
student-directed shows
this semester will be able
to get their fill of shows
in the spring. Along with
Willen's show, other plays
on the docket next semester
include "Jekyll and Hyde,"
"Mere Mortals," "Alice in
Wonderland," "The Ugly
Duckling" and "I Never Saw
Another Butterfly."Auditions
for all these shows were
held earlier this semester,
and the cast lists have been
posted.
One of the new features
of shows next semester is
what Willen calls a "five-day
turnaround." This means
there will be shows every
weekend, and a new show will
prepare its set and rehearse
in the actual performance
space for a week before an
audience.
This pattern will only
last for the first half of the
semester because the last half
will be dedicated to Spring
Sing and the Youth Forum
show, "The Importance of
Being Earnest."
Willen plans to be a
teacher, and she said directing as an undergraduate will
prepare her for her future
career. Even though she does
not always like the idea of
directing as a student, she
said she can see the benefit
of preparation.
• "As a teacher, I'rri going
to have to be essentially a
director to all my kids, and
so I think it just kind of gets
me ready for that because I'm
going to have to be directing
a bunch of children in class
all the time," Willen said.
The difference between
her future role as a teacher

Willen about the accessibility of involvement in
student-directed shows for
non-!peater majors. McBride
said many students who are
non-theatre majors like he
is are involved with theatre
through student-directed
shows.
"It's a good chance to get
involved and get to know
how our theater program
operates,"McBride said. "This
is the best way for people
with little or no experience
acting to get involved with
Harding theater."
The flexibility and variety
of plays students choose to
direct is another draw for
audiences and actors.
"Student-directed shows
are often performed alongside oP.e or two other shows,
allowing an audience to see
a wider variety of talent for
their ticket, with different
styles seen in both acting and
directing," McBride said.
There are benefits other
than acting experience that
come through being involved
in student-directed shows,
according to McBride.
"Some of the best friends
I've made at Harding are ones
I've met because I decided to
audition for a student-directed
show," McBride said.
The accessibility to nonmajors and entertainment for
ah evening are two highlights
of student-directed shows,
and students will have numerous opportunities to attend
shows next semester. Willen
emphasized the important
role of non-majors in the
process of directing as a
student.
"It exposes other areas
of the campus because you
don't have to be a theater
major to be involved, and
you don't have to have any
experience either," Willen
said. "And it's fun."

The Bison Crossword
Across
1 Nanny actress
Drescher
5 Field game
9 Conveyor
13 Tanker
15 Tel
16 Fencing sword
17 Juliet's beau
18 Constructed
19 Adore
20 Gr. letter
21 Rind
23 Dried grape
25 Recount
26 Area unit
27 Indifferent
30 Team good-luck
charm
32 Body of water
35 Simpleton
36 Low-caste, once
38 Ms. Fitzgerald
39 Astute
41 Original zoo
keeper
42 Softened
44 Slangy negative
response
45 Eye infection
46 Family member
49 Shoshonians
50 Walking stick
51 Voiced
53 History
56 Prayer ending
57 Geological period
60 Horse
61 Olympian Korbut
63 Subdued
65 Constellation
66 Require
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67
68
69
70

Spotted
Cornerstone
Divinities
Building wings

1 Golf term
2 Civil disorder
3
mater
4 Maiden name

5 Actresses Tiffin
or Anderson
6 Egg-shaped
7 Cover
8 Ulster
9 Contradict

10
11
12
14
22
24
25
26
27
28
29
31
32
33
34
37

Epic poem
Jacob's son
Adolescent
Lariat
Shade tree
Crafts' buddies
Sum
Winged fruit tree
Halts
Adolescent
hooter
Goofy
Shovel
Nose
Mil. storehouse
Fire residue
Rescind

39
40
43
47
48
50
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
62
64

Last hurrah
Simple
Opaque gem
Wanderers
Three (It.)
Small boat
Pismires
Saddle horse
Thin Man
character
Hen-pecks
Elderly
Actor Jannings
Dance
Contributes
Star sign
Copy
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and her role as a director
to people close to her age
is a shift Willen said she is
prepared to meet.
"It's really interesting
having to work with your
peers but having to be in
charge of them, sort of,"
Willen said. "It's really hard
going from being the friend
and being on the same level
to 'I need you to do what I
tell you to do."'
Willen said she thinks
she has a good cast for her
show, in part because she has
a couple of upperclassmen
and some freshmen.
"I think it's good to have
freshmen so that they can
be seasoned and learn,"
Willen said.
Willen reminded potential
audience members that the
quality of student-directed
shows differs from other
productions because the
people involved are all
students.
"I feel like sometimes
people go in there expecting
them to be the Homecoming
musical, but they're not,"
Willen said. "They can't be
because they're studentdirected shows."
To fill their time this
semester, most theater
majors were involved in
the Homecoming musical,
"Scrooge," which took place
in the Benson Auditorium
and was performed for large
crowds.
Sophomore biochemistry
and molecular biology major
Stephen McBride also performed in "Scrooge" and will
be one of the four hosts of
this year's Spring Sing.
McBride has been involved
with many aspects of the
theater world at Harding,
including acting in three
student-directed shows
last year.
McBride agrees with
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Functions go festive
by JESSICA ARDREY
student writer
It is Christmas time on
campus. The lights are up, the
temperature is down and the
. semester is drawing to a clos~.
That can only mean one thing:
'tis the season to put offstudying to go to a function.
This past weekend, more
than ten different social clubs
hosted a function. While the
themes ofthese functions varied,
there was still an overlaying
holiday motif
Pi Theta Phi's function
was based off the 2003 movie
"El£" Students dressed up as
Christmas trees, ornaments,
reindeer or anything else
Christmassy. Decor included a
giant bowl filled with spaghetti,
chocolate Pop-Tarts,M&M's,
marshmallows and chocolate
syrup, as well as a sign that
reminded everyone of the
"Code of the Elves."
"It was one of the best
Christmas functions PTP has
ever had ... Even Santa was
there!"PTP member ,Loghan
Lowery said.
Chi Omega Pi took a different route. Instead ofwarm
and fuzzy, ChiOs got competitive. Holiday-themed teams
(such as th_e "Fighting Candy
Canes") went head to head on
the ice in a game ofbroomball.
Armed with brooms instead
of hockey sticks, tennis shoes
instead of ice skates and a ball
instead of a puck, attendees at
this traditional function cannot
be faint of heart.
"I think it's pretty safe to

say that it's everyone's favorite
function,'' ChiO Natasha Hull
said. "I definitely have a great
time every year."
One would think that with
so many people scrambling
around the ice, someone is
bound to get hurt. However,
those who do walk away with
only minor cuts and bruises.
"I think there has only
been one trip to the hospital
in recent history," Hull said.
"With so many people involved, I think that's a pretty
good statistic."
Some of the other holiday activities included Delta
Gamma Rho's and Shantih's
functions that had members
and guests parading around in
ridiculous Christmas sweaters,
donned with sequins, beads,
and glitter.
Zeta Rho's theme was
"Christmas morning." Hosted
at the Gym Stars Gymnastics
facility, students ran andjumped
on the equipment wearing
their best holiday PJs, reliving
the childhood excitement of
discovering Santa's surprises.
Chi Kappa Rho and Zeta Pi
Zeta both had 1940s themed
functions. While the ZPZ
girls were "Kissing the War
Goodbye,"XKP celebrated the
classic movie "It's a Wonderful Life."
Men's clubs,however,generally shy away from Christmas
functions, with the exception
of Chi Sigma Alpha, who
celebrated the season elegantly
with a holiday formal.
Beta Omega Chi based their
function off of the hit reality
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Have an Aussie, Aussie Christmas

TV game show"TheArnazing
Race."Teams raced around
Searcy, following clues to the
next location. Once there, they
had to complete tasks before
receiving the next clue. The
tasks ranged from flipping
mattresses for Harding Place
residents to drinking strange
blended concoctions.
"It was one ofthe best functions I've ever been to because
it was unconventional,"BOX
member Andrew Riley said.
"The typical 'eat and watch a
movie' functions are cool, but
they get old. I also thought
it was very well planned out
with fun and surprisingly difficult challenges, and it was a
solid three hours of fun with
my date."
Last weekend, Knights also
hosted its annual Dragon Roast
function. This year's theme
was also based on a reality
TV show: "Project Runway."
Attendees had the freedom
to dress in whatever way they
found fashionable, whether
that be Miami Vice garb or
the ever-popular Snuggie.
The long-standing aspect
of this traditional function,
however, is the sqllire enter- Keith Cronk, Vice President of Information
tainment. Where most clubs Night Before Christmas" to students in the
have queen or beau entertainment, at the Dragon Roast,
the former pledge class gives
a performance.
However you spent your
holiday function season, remember the most important
order of the Code of Elves: the
by ABBY KELLETT
best way to spread Christmas
student writer
cheer is singing loud for all
·
to hear.
Eve~1·:one has heard myths about

Holiday Gift Ideas

life at Harding, but no one seems
to be able to tell fact from fiction.
Here are some common beliefs
affirmed and debunked.

Amid the stress of term papers and finals, Christmas shopping has
been deferred in most college students' lives. Below are a few ideas
for gifts to give to friends and family this holiday season.

False. Due to the economical situation,
Physical Resources said they are using the
same amount oflights as last year: They are
just displaying them differently.

For Friends

"Harding owns all, or at least most of,
the liquor licenses in Searcy, making it
a dry county."

The Settlers of Catan is a strategy game that requires
players to use resources to build roads, settlements and
_ ;_ities. It is g,eeat f?r groups of three or ~ore players.

A Waterproof shower radio could be a kind way to ask your roommate to take their shower-singing home for the holidays. And leave it
there.

For Him
A DVD set like "Mad Men" or "Entourage" can serve as
some great common ground for you and your man.

"A Man, A Can, A Plan" is a cookbook for guys who might
otherwise starve post-DCB. Simple recipes, robust results.

For Her
Flameless tea lights replace candlepower with electricity.
They keep the romance alive and the fire department at bay.

photo by NOAH DARNELL I The Bison
Services & Technology, reads "An Aussie
library on Tuesday.

Harding legends:
fact or falsehood

"Harding added more Christmas lights
to campus this year than ever before."

False. According to the state ofArkansas,
ther · no-s
mottnt"'<l to-howmany
liquor licenses are allotted to a county:
Any business can apply for a liquor license.
The state record shows that Harding does
not own any liquor licenses.

"The Administration Facebook-stalks
students, so be careful what you post."
Both. False: Half of the deans at Harding
do not even have Facebook, and according
to the Office of Student Life, the ones who
are on Facebook do not have the time to
go through Harding students' pages to find
ways to get the students in trouble. If the
deans know about something on a student's
Facebook, it is because someone else has
brought it to their attention.
Fact: You should still be careful what

you post because future employers are now
using Facebook as a screening tool.

"If you confess drug and/or alcohol
use to the de~s before being called in for
questioning, you will not be suspended
or expelled."
Fact. The student handbook states, "Students who voluntarily come to a Student
Life dean confessing an involvement with
alcohol will be afforded-'a n opportunity to
submit to a range of possibilities up to but
not including suspension or expulsion."
However, it continues, "Once a violation
of the alcohol policy has been reported to
the Office of Student Life, those involved
will no longer have the opportunity for the
agreement, and the violation will result in
suspension."
"~he-chapel cameras cannot count
everyone in attendance because of blind
spots, but they always count backpacks
as people."

False. The chapel checkers and Dean
Collins both verified there is only one
camera, and it does not take a photograph.
The camera sends a live feed .to the Office of Student Life. The feed is not from
the rear of the auditorium, nor is it from
directly overhead. The camera is capable
of zooming in from the front of the
Benson near the stage facing the back of
the auditorium, so it is able to see faces,
making it a rare occasion for backpacks
to be counted as people. Harding chapel
checkers in the back of the auditorium
cover the blind spots.

A magazine subscription is a gift that gives month after month. Be
sensitive to her hobbies, interests and reputation in the mail room.

For Kids
Hyper Dash is an award-winning racecourse game that requires
kids to tag targets as they follow an announcer's commands.

The Crayola Crayon Maker takes crayon bits and pieces, melts them
and molds them into a new dual tip, swirled crayon.

For Parents
A digital photo frame allows moms without Facebooks
to view photos of you on a daily basis.Think of it as a
thoughtful anti-stalking device.
·
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A night on the town can give your parents some
well-deserved detox.Think movie tickets and gift
cards to their favorite restaurant

student publications
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What international students do <)Ver breaks
By SARAH KYLE

news editor

BLAKE MATHEWS
editor-in-chief
While most students
are looking forward to
going home for Mom's
Christmas dinner
and family traditions,
a significant part of
Harding's student body
is from not miles away,
but countries away.
The distances from
their homes to Harding make weekend trips
for free laundry, food
and fellowship near
impossible. For many,
the distance makes it
difficult for the students
to see their family even
over lengthy breaks like
the Christmas holiday.
Take a step into
their world, and learn a
little more about what
some of Harding's
international students
do during Thanksgiving,
Christmas and summer
vacations.

Martha De La Torre,
a junior international
business major, is from
Chiriqui, Panama. She
has two siblings, a 20year-old sister who is
studying in Honduras
and a 10-year-old
brother.
For Thanksgiving
break, De La Torre said
she traditionally goes
home with friends that
live in the States.
"Thanksgiving is
only a week, so it's kind
of difficult for me to
just go for a week and
spend that much on the
ticket, which is pretty
expensive," De La Torre
said.
De La Torre has
spent her breaks with

Chuma Ikeora, a
junior from Enugu,
Nigeria, has been at
Harding for three years.
Ikeora is a biochemistry
and molecular biology
major with plans to
attend medical school
and possibly conduct
research.
Ikeora's family
consists of his parents,
three brothers and one
sister. While he has been
able to visit his home in
Nigeria a couple of times
since attending Harding,
he lives in the States

with family friends
during his education.
His older brother lives
in North Carolina with
some of the family's
friends, where Ikeora
will be spending
Christmas after a brief
stay in St. Louis at the
beginning of break.
lkeora also spent
Thanksgiving break in
St. Louis with family
friends, a place he said
he "likes a lot."
Ikeora said his family
has been able to visit
him at Harding multiple

times, and that his sister
will be joining him in
North Carolina for
Christmas.
The biggest challenge
of being so far away,
Ikeora said, is missing
his family. However, he
said he doesn't miss very
many family traditions
because he comes from
a Western family with
traditions similar to
those in the States.
Ikeora's favorite
Christmas memory
is from the year
2000, when he spent

Yongxi "Daisy" Peng
is an international
business major who
is just about to finish
her first semester
in Harding's MBA
graduate program.
Originally from China's
Hunan province, Peng's
family currently lives
in Guangzhou, though
she has a family friend
she refers to as "Auntie"
living in Philadelphia.
Peng will spend
Christmas with her
"Auntie," who has not
seen Peng since she

her roommate or
family friends, and this
Thanksgiving she headed
to Florida with a friend.
"Her parents are from
Ecuador, and my mom is
from Ecuador too," De
La Torre said. "So I got to
meet them, and we had a
traditional Thanksgiving
dinner."
For Christmas break,
De La Torre plans to
return to Panama to
spend time with her
family and a German
exchange student who
spent time with De La
Torre's family during
her freshman year at
Harding.
"She's going back
to Panama to see my
parents with her parents,

so the house is going
to be full,"De La Torre
said. "They don't speak
Spanish, so it's going to
be interesting. They'll be
coming from Germany."
The family plans to
just have a family reunion
and Christmas dinner
during the holiday. De La
Torre's favorite Christmas
tradition is cooking.
"The food we prepare
for Christmas, it takes a
lot of time to be done,"
De La Torre said. "So we
usually spend like a whole
day cooking together as
a family. Everyone does
something. Everyone has
a task"
For De La Torre, the
hardest thing about being
an international student

at Harding is the sense
ofloneliness and forced
independence.
"When you're at
home, your mom or
family is the one who
takes care of you," De La
Torre said. "Whenever
you are here as an
international student,
if you don't have house
parents, it's kind of
difficult. When I came
here from the summer, I
got really sick, and that
week was awful."
De La Torre usually
spends her summer
vacation at home in
Panama.
"For the summer I
have to go home," De La
Torre said. "I always go
home for summer."

teacher has to stay here,
too," she said.
When she graduates
from Harding, Peng
said she might bring her
family over from China
to see her, but she will
not be going home for
Christmas. Instead, she
will join other Chinese
students when they fly
back home in February
for China's Spring
Festival.
"It's a festival where
friends and family get
together and they watch
television and have a

feast, and then they talk
. .. a lot like Christmas,
but there's no Santa,"
Peng said.
Christmas is still
celebrated in China, but
Peng said it is treated
as a curiously Western
holiday and generally
not considered to be
that big of a deal. If
it were left up to her,
she said, she would
spend Christmas here
and head to China for
Spring Festival.
"Then I can have
both," Peng said.

Christmas with all 20 of
his cousins.
"We all met at my
granddad's house- my
cousins from London
and from all over Nigeria
came, so it was really
neat," Ikeora said. "We
had gifts from everyone,
so it was really nice."
This summer, Ikeora
plans to work at an
internship related to his
major. After graduating,
he hopes to possibly
attend Washington
University for medical
school.

was three years old,
touring major cities
on the east coast. She
said she eventually
wants to visit the west
coast, but in the four
months she has been
in the U.S. Peng has
only ever seen Searcy.
She did not even get to
leave for Thanksgiving
break because her
international business
course met during the
week.
"It's not a problem
because if we have
to have the class, the

